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Is there a park or trail that you would like to have that doesn't currently exist in the City 
of Marion or McDowell County? (50 words or less)66 responses 

• No 

• Dog park 

• Our family would love a park with green s pace, a trail, and a park. The Creeks ide park was  

our favorite s pot until it clos ed. 

• Connector from downtown to 5 lane. 

• Skate park 

• It would be nice to have a big park my kids  get bored with the s mall playground. Als o a 

bigger water play area that kids  and adults  can enjoy. 

• Flat, circular trail that is  s afe for kids  to ride bikes  and other equipment; and Fris bee golf. 

• Bike lanes  on city s treets /roads  

• Yes , a park like the one in Morganton near the dis c golf cours e 

• Complete Peavine Trail 

• Updated Dog Park, Actual Hiking Trails , Botanical Garden, any of thes e 

• Ice s kating like Fores t City, and Bocce Ball 

• A trail that is  Mom of multiples  friendlier and s afer 

• Something for preteen/teens  would be great. 

• I think Marion needs  s omething for the older children and teens  to enjoy. A s kate park or a 

park with a playground with more advanced features  would be ideal. 

• I’d love a dog park or a nice green s pace - quite s pace with benches  trees  and plants  etc. 

Maybe water feature like fountain. 
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• Safe, monitored dog parks, more walking trails, gardens, public green space 

• Yes, a park closer to us. 

• A dog park 

• A dog park!!! Also updated trail cleaned up city of Marion Mount Ida Wilderness 

• Rope park (like Catawba Meadows). A park at one of the greenways so you can extend the 

time used there. Little kids get bored biking/walking, but if we can play at a playground after, 

it would be a great meetup spot! 

• A trail in East Marion like the Greenway would be great! 

• Any park of trail that allows for open view of sky, mountains, or water that is cardiac friendly.  

• Yes. Something like Catawba Meadows where the kids have a ton of room and walking trails 

too. 

• Dog Park 

• Skate Park 

• Mountain bike trails  

• More water features, open play areas, shelters 

• Catawba Valley Meadows / expand Greenway 

• More rails to trails access or hiking trails  

• I think each community Nebo, PG, Glenwood etc should have their own park/trail. All the 

parks we have are basically the same. Having different equipment at different parks to make 

them different from each other may encourage people to use them more.  

• Yes, anything new would be good for the community. Also more parks and trails would give 

the people of marion more of a variety to chose from to go to.  

• I would like to have more walking trails near town that would have lighting. I would also like 

to know more information about the walking trail near the railroad tracks.  

• We need more parks that have walking paths within sight of playgrounds that are accessible 

to a wide range of children’s ages and capabilities 

• Catawba meadows park is amazing 

• Dog Park Public Pool Skate Park 

• One close to Nebo with a fenced in playground also walking track 

• No we cannot maintain the ones we currently have 

• A biking and walking trail that is not wooded and safe to be on at all times of the day.  

• The side walk on State Street That would make a good trail. 

• Track and field facilities  

• No I think we need to close down the ones that aren't in use by tax paying citizens 

• Disc golf multi -use park 
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• I would like to see a park with an amphitheater at the Drexel site 

• Bike friendly 

• I would like a trail or bike path or sidewalk making it accessible to walk or bike to Walmart 

and also North Main St. 

• There are too many criminals and drug users in these trails and parks. 

• A skate park or dog park 

• ADA wheelchair easy access, skateboard park, picnic pavilions, area for community outdoor 

events (like concerts) which are not paved. 

• Regulated dog park 

• No-we have plenty I think 

• Extend the Peavine Rail Trail 

• Something similar to Catawba Meadows 

• I would enjoy a trail that would connect the Isothermal Thermobelt Rail Trail. 

• Would love a play area similar to Catawba Meadows with ropes and various play areas 

• Why don’t we have a soccer field open to the public? 

• More paved trails like the Greenway or the YMCA 

• We always go to the greenway 

• A bigger splash pad park like the one hickory has. 
• A park with equipment for older kids to use.  

• Water park, climbing park, trampoline park 

 

 



2025 City of Marion Parks and Recreation Survey Responses 
 

5 

 

 
 



2025 City of Marion Parks and Recreation Survey Responses 
 

6 

 

 
 

 

If you answered yes to the question above, please describe your experience. (250 
words or less)11 responses 



2025 City of Marion Parks and Recreation Survey Responses 
 

7 

 

• Sidewalks  to allow walkable acces s  

• We don't have the acces s ibility to come here without fearing for a group of teenagers  that 

run rampant here of the afternoon and s moke pot and cus s  and des troy the property they are 

who ripped the ceiling out of the covered picnic area and they als o have a pitbull that they let 

run loos e without a leas h. There needs  to be a s tronger police pres ence or really a video 

camera vis ible to where they know they are being watched maybe it would cut down on it 

and people could actually come here and vis it it s tays  pretty barren to be a park and I think 

that is  why 

• Difficulties  parking (Acces s ible Parking) and helping s omeone with dis abilities  get out on a 

level s pot with room for their walker. 

• Lack of s afety fencing, Lack of communication boards  for non-verbal individuals ., no 

racquetball, no bocce, no acces s  to s tructure s urrounded by railroad logs , no ice rink, 

vandalized acces s ible s wings /equipment, lack of dog running areas  with fencing, lack of 

s hade, 

• There are no lights  at Clinchfield Park es pecially for the bas ketball court and a water 

fountain would be nice too, more people come to Clinchfield Park than you think. 

• Homeles s  people at J os eph McDowell His torical Catawba Greenway. Als o homeles s  people 

s afety concerns  and trail debris  at Peavine trail. 

• There are too many drug abus ers  and drug paraphernalia 

• My family and I are too afraid to vis it thes e parks  becaus e of the known violent criminals  and 

drug addicts  who frequent them. 

• I do not vis it thes e parks  becaus e of criminal activity 

• Would love park with playground equipment like Morganton s urrounded with picnic areas  

and walking trails  which make it a family des tination 

• Parking is  a concern for many parks /trails , s afety is  als o a concern. 
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If you answered the last question No, please explain. (100 words or less)33 responses 

• The Eas tfield park does  not have good acces s  in parking. There is  a ques tionable hous e 

nearby that deals  in drugs . 

• There are always  s ketchy people walking around the parks . The lighting is n’t good, and if 

s omeone attacked you, it would be hard to get away. 

• Poor cell reception, tras h in parks  indicates  drug us age, lack of lands caping feels  like 

opportunities  to hide a body or crime 

• Smaller parks  have no lighting or very little, fencing needed for kids  that bolt or run, clos e 

acces s  to parks  and trails  at night. Trails  us ed for drug trafficking, Greenway included. 

• Some trails  are s o long at times  you feel like s omeone is  watching you or following. Lighting 

is  not great. Needs  to be controlled better for people living in the trails . 

• Park at corner of Main St. and Morgan St. homeles s  men walk around the park until late at 

night. They leave garbage along the s idewalk. There is  a man that carries  a s tick and yells  at 

the top of his  voice obs cenities ' 

• Too many weird people around the area 

• Cameras  or patrols  would be even better s o s ingle women or older folks  can feel s afe. 

• Need improved lighting and public s afety officer with a bicycle. 

• Yes , Greenway - No, Peavine, Homeles s  people on Peavine Trail doing drugs  

• Sometime the homeles s  population, lack of emergency s ys tems , and poor lighting becomes  

worris ome 

• Sometimes . The trails  get s cary. 

• Vagrancy, criminal activity at s ome parks  

• Single mom, with 2 kids . J unkies  like to us e our parks , never know what your kid might find. 

• I feel s afe at the Greenway but not the one near the tracks . I’m not even s ure which one that 

is  

• Due to homeles s  population that the majority is  s ubs tance us e as  well as  cars  being broke 

into while vis iting trails  

• There are a lot of homeles s  individuals  that utilize s everal of our trails , and while there is  

nothing wrong with that it’s  intimidating as  a mom of children who is  often alone with them. 

• There are frequently dogs  off leas h on the Peavine trail. People als o do not s low for the 

cros s walk acros s  Baldwin 

• Too many violent criminals  & drug us ers  

• When I walk on the Peavine trail, I feel that there are homeles s  people watching from the 

woods  which is  s uper creepy. I have s een them coming in and out of the woods  as  I have 
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walked on the trail with my children. This feels very unsafe. Particularly because there are 

many areas of that trail that cannot be seen by anyone not on the trail. 

• Homeles s  us ing track and us ing bathroom bes ide trails . 

• Too many drug us ers  and violent criminals  pres ent 

• The paved trails  need a bike patrol. Too many homeles s  people and unleas hed or out of 

control dogs . 

• Homeles s  varmints  

• Not enough lighting on s ome trails  

• Specifically, the Greenway needs  cameras  and law enforcement or s ecurity pres ence. 

• too many violent criminals  

• At certain times  I do not. Es pecially on the Fonta Flora near camping world. 

• Have been approached by individuals  as king for drugs , won’t walk alone which limits  

available to take advantage of trails  which are there. 

• Trails - concerning r/t s afety in s ecluded areas . 

• Drug us e, mental health challenged individuals  pos e s afety concerns  with erratic behaviors . 

• Leaving trail is  very s ketchy 
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If you answered the last question Other, please specify. (150 words or less)10 responses 

• I agains t funding for thes e areas  

• Pools  of s itting water will increas e chances  of autis tic or wandering individuals  drowning 

• Children’s  nature center - petting zoo-local animals  - farm animals  

• Toddler playgrounds , toddlers  don’t have s afe playgrounds  

• Potentially more community gardens  or flower beds  s o we can teach our children about 

native vegetation and crop growing 

• Community gardens  

• Pleas e do not take anymore funds  to us e towards  thes e parks . We already pay too much in 

city property tax. 

• Pleas e pick up the garbage and debris  along the Catawba River Greenway thats  vis ible from 

the path. Theres  a lot of debris  like blue large barrels , pallets  hanging from trees , a port-a-pot 

on its  s ide on the other s ide of the river, debris  on the other s ide of the river like tarps , etc. 

There’s  garbage (plas tic bottles , etc) on the one s ide of the s treams  that’s  vis ible from the 

path. There’s  als o a dumps ter on the property adjacent to the path that has  been s itting there 

s ince the flood, and there’s  garbage all over the place, es pecially near the bus ines s es  and the 

roads  near the Greenway. 

• Lands cape that improves  the appearance of our parks  and trail areas  that appropriate for our 

environment 

• Do not us e any more tax payer funds  on thes e areas  they do not benefit tax payers  
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Is there anything else that you would like to share about the City of Marion's parks and 
trails? (250 words or less)26 responses 

• I would like to s ee bathrooms  at all city parks  and trails . At leas t a porta potty at each. When 

you have a child it’s  not way to s tay and play. 

• Bike trails  other than mountain bike trails . 

• Pleas e update! Let’s  catch up to our s urrounding communities . We need better areas  for our 

kids . Let’s  get a pool back at the rec center! Come on Marion! 

• Each one of the parks  would be better if each one had a main attraction s port focus . For 

ins tance, tennis  courts , pickle ball, racquet ball could all be in one park, then another for 

bas ketball, another for field s pace games  like bocce, all could have picnic areas  and other 

playground equipment - jus t make each one unique. 

• I have noticed s ome events  too late 

• Upgrade Wes t Marion park with water and power at lower end of park and walkway from 

Addie’s  Chapel s hed to park s hed. 

• More kid friendly activities , like rock climbing 

• You all are doing a fine job. 

• Wis h trails  were longer 

• No 

• So far things  have been a very large improvement s ince I (35) was  a child. Let’s  keep making 

our community a s afe, healthy, environment for ours elves  and future generations . 

• I pers onally think the bigges t bank for your buck improvement would be s ubs tantially more 
s eating at the community building park. It s eems  to be the mos t us ed park but only has  like 3 
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or 4 picnic tables? You could easily fit at least 8 picnic tables under the overhang and maybe 
even just benches along the wall. Birthday parties take up all the tables regularly but not 
everyone needs a table, lots of parents just need a bench to set at while watching their kids. 

• All that s aid I feel Marion does  a great job maintaining the facilities  with the budget they are 

given, s o thank you all for your efforts . 

• Utilize more city-owned property for trail development 

• Thanks  for creating this  s urvey. My kids  and I look forward to hearing the res ults . 

• No thank you 

• I love all of them! 

• Taking dogs  on walking trails  and mes s ing on track and owner not cleaning up their mes s  

• There is  too much drug us e and criminal activity in thes e parks  they tax paying citizens  are 

s uffering and s truggling to pay thes e already extremely high property tax. *Note from 

Acces s ibility Section "I believe that the drug addicts  s houldn't be allowed to us e drugs  on 

thes es  premis es . Als o, I think the ones  that aren't actively in us e s hould be clos ed down."* 

• It would be nice to have a Dis c golf cours e in Marion maintained by the city. Als o we need a 

s kateboard park better than the old one, and other things  for our youth to do. P ickle ball 

courts  would be a nice addition for everyone es pecially our s eniors . Thanks  for all that the 

city of Marion and parks  and rec do. 

• Focus  on the cleanup of garbage. Add a few garbage pails . 

• Thes e parks  us ed as  a haven for drug us ers  and criminals  

• While pocket parks  are nice and fit a neighborhood need, it would be great to have a larger 

s pace. 

• It would be wonderful for fenced, s ecure play area for dogs  at the parks  and trails . Cros s  Mill 

Park - walking s urface is  uneven becaus e of tree roots  I think. A bus ines s  is  now parking 

s emi-trailers  in front of park making it feel uns afe. 

• For the population, parks  and trails  are adequate. The additional county trails  provide ample 

outdoor recreational opportunities  for citizens . Primary concern is  s afety/police pres ence. 

• We walk the greenway and YMCA trails  once or twice a week We s ee a lot of people enjoying 

them and are lucky to have them. Living in Marion a little over a year if is  hard to get find info 

on all the trails  offered 

• The greenway is  beautiful I like to look at the turtles  

 


